MUSH
Unit One Day One

The goal for today is to orient you to the culture of MUSH—the course’s expectations, format, methods, and payoff.

1. Answer the following questions, in thorough detail, in your history notebook:
A. What is history?  (Please don’t be superficial—history is not a record of everything that has happened:  a record of everything that has happened would be a stack of all the newspapers ever, and even that wouldn’t come close to recording all events.)

B. What is historiography?  (This year is going to be all about growing your knowledge, skills, and vocabulary skills so start now:  What does graphy mean and what definition of historiography does that suggest?)

C. To what degree is it possible for a historian to tell the “truth” about anything; i.e., to what degree can any telling of events escape the biases and background of the teller? (For your answer to be interesting, it will have to be illustrated by evidence; i.e., by examples from your own experiences or readings.)
2. Discuss, in large-group the questions you just answered for fifteen minutes.
3. Listen to an explanation of the syllabus and schedule with a focus on this course’s expectations for preparation, BATA questions, vocabulary, and make-up work. 

4. Complete the following exit card: On the index card you will be given, list two questions that you have about this course based on what you have heard and not heard today—issues about which you are confused, things you would like more thoroughly explained, etc. Put one question on each side of the index card; then, before the end of class, ask three classmates for answers to those questions, and write their responses on the note card.
5. Read “The Rise of Big Business” and note the main idea of each paragraph.
