DBQ Project Information

The DBQ Project will be an individual effort to create an A.P. U.S. History style document based question and all of the related support materials given to AP readers. You will also have to create an outline answering the question and make what you have learned accessible to the rest of the class. Each project will be graded in the following categories.

The Question—In some ways this is the most important aspect of the project since everything else flows from it. Create a question that interests you, that has ample documentary support available, and that has to do with the historical thinking skill of continuity and change over time. The question should be written exactly as the College Board would write it. Start by using their directions and imitating their style as much as is appropriate. Good questions are open ended and allow the respondent to answer them in a variety of ways. You may need to modify your question as you do your document research.
The Documents—This is the research component of the project and probably the most time consuming. After getting your feet wet looking at some documents, you should step back and decide what documents or what kind of documents you want; then go find them. Do not simply use whatever documents you can find, otherwise your project will be disjointed and much harder to complete. Documents should suggest several main points that can be used in an essay. However, at least one significant point should be purposely omitted from the documents. Documents on AP exams are never randomly placed and usually provide differing opinions; your documents should be able to do the same. Make sure to use the same formatting and citation that the College Board uses. Your DBQ should have at least seven but no more than eight documents: four text documents (e.g. speeches, poems, letters, laws, testimony, book/magazine/newspaper excerpts, diary/journal entries, lyrics, etc.); 1 political cartoon (from the time period, not something you create), 1 other graphic (e.g. a painting, sketch, map, poster, photograph, etc.), and 1 student-created document. The student-created document must be a map, chart, table, graph, etc. created by you from raw data. Make sure that all documents are legible and well copied. If you have trouble finding appropriate documents after extensively searching the Internet, our library, and a four-year college’s library then see me.

Outside Information—You need to compile an exhaustive list of outside information that an AP student could have included in answering your question. This is the same kind of list that the College Board provides its essay readers. Most likely this list will need to be longer than one page typed single spaced. If appropriate, your list should be divided into categories.

Document Analysis—Each document must be analyzed for the following: a “summary” of key facts from the document, a set of “inferences” that can be reasonably drawn from the document, and list of “suggested outside information” that the document might inspire.
Rationale--You must provide a detailed explanation of why each document was selected and how each individual document was a better choice than the other documents that were ultimately not chosen for inclusion. You must also explain why you chose to arrange the documents in the order you did.
Bibliography—The bibliography should include full bibliographic citations for each document as well as clear directions on how each document can found by the instructor. The bibliography should be in document order, not alphabetical order. Once again, use Chicago style for the document bibliography.
Presentation (Optional)—Each individual will prepare a 10-15 minute presentation to teach the class what it would need to know in order to successfully answer the DBQ. 
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